DMC Children’s Hospital of Michigan Fellowship in International Pediatric Emergency Medicine

Background and Rationale:

Currently, there are more than 100 organizations spanning approximately 50 countries that coordinate delivery of health across the globe. This healthcare delivery model has been successfully tested and initiated/triggered in times of acute need as seen during Haiti’s earthquake and the tsunami in Southeast Asia. Providers of emergency healthcare services, including emergency physicians, nurses and paramedics are an integral part of these efforts. Although, emergency physicians are well-suited to work on a global platform because of the nature of their training and the epidemiology of illness they deal with, few are formally trained in international health. 
There has been a steady rise in academic programs geared towards international health training. However, care for the most fragile population – i.e. children, is often taken for granted and lumped into adult protocols. A glaring example of this deficiency can be seen in Haiti as more children than adults were being evacuated/transferred from Haiti to hospitals in developed countries. Substantial morbidity could have been potentially reduced and healthcare delivery could have been managed efficiently, had there been providers with formal education and training in international Pediatric Emergency Medicine (PEM) issues.
To address the unmet need in international pediatric training and education, Prashant Mahajan, Division Chief, Pediatric Emergency Medicine at the DMC Children’s Hospital of Michigan is creating a Center for International Pediatrics and Pediatric Emergency Medicine, involving collaboration across multiple stakeholders.  These include the departments of Pediatrics, Emergency Medicine, Wayne State University School of Medicine, Office of Teaching and Learning, Director for Online Programs, Office of Education Outreach and Educational programs and International Institutions.

The main objective of this project is to create an infrastructure involving representatives from the above mentioned stakeholders who will create a detailed plan for developing a curriculum in international PEM. This would include identifying stakeholders locally and internationally, developing a timeline of anticipated events and deliverables and finally creating an infrastructure that can be translated to different international collaborators that is not limited to a single country.
Key stakeholders in the program are:

Prashant Mahajan MD MPH MBA – The Director is Chief, Division of Pediatric Emergency Medicine. 
He was trained in India in pediatrics and completed his PEM fellowship at Children’s Hospital of Michigan. 
He is Executive Committee Member on the Section of Emergency Medicine of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics and the past Chair of Committee for the Future in PEM of AAP. He has directed pediatric 
advanced life support (PALS) and advanced pediatric life support (APLS) courses locally and 
internationally (Apollo Hospital in Hyderabad and Ahmedabad, India). He is one of the senior PEM faculty advisors to the American Academy of Pediatrics supported pediatric emergency fellow network (www.PEMFellows.com and www.PEMNetwork.org). He is also the Research Director for Pediatric Emergency Medicine and led many multi-center ED based research projects.  
Deepak Kamat MD – Dr. Kamat is the Vice Chair for Education, Director for Institute for Medical
Education, and Director for Pediatric Residency Programs at Children’s Hospital of Michigan. He is a 
nationally and internationally recognized expert in pediatric education and the editor of two newly released 
textbooks of pediatrics through the AAP. He is also the Director for Pediatric Global Health Certificate – a two year diploma program through Children’s Hospital department of Pediatrics and WSU. Fellows training in PEM at Children’s Hospital of Michigan have successfully completed this program and will now be instructed in essentials of international PEM. 
The proposed collaborators/departments/institutions are:

       1. Wayne State University:

a. Office of Education Outreach and Educational Programs 

b. Director of Online Education 

c. Office of Technology and Learning 

d. Rosemarie Fernandez, MD, Director of Healthcare Simulation and Patient

Safety Department of Emergency Medicine 
       2. International Collaborators: This project will be initiated in India because of two reasons; (a) they now
           have a fully developed 911 pre-hospital ambulance rapid response system (the number used in India is
           108, instead of 911and (b) the Global Health Certificate Program which is led by Dr. Kamat. 
This collaboration will enhance the educational goals for Global Outreach from WSU and also be an avenue for medical students who wish to participate in the global health certificate program and thus be primed in emergency medicine to consider it as a future vocation. 

Impact:

The Center for International Pediatrics and Pediatric Emergency Medicine will be a unique opportunity to bring together multiple stakeholders in a exciting collaborative setup that will leverage existing resources to immediately impact DMC and WSU’s global education goals. The aim is to deliver and receive international education when experts across the continents participate in real-time educational collaborative conferences (and possibly research). 
Plan of operation: 
The project will involve bringing together key collaborators and creating an educational curriculum that will be integrated in the Global Health Certificate Program at WSU and Children’s Hospital of Michigan. Once this project is completed, fellows training in PEM and medical students who are interested in Global Health Certification will be invited to participate in the two year diploma program. The newly created educational curriculum will be offered in conjunction with the pre-existing curriculum of the Global Health Certificate (with additional emphasis on pediatric emergency education). Additionally, participants will be required to work (fully supported by the Global Health Program) in emergency departments of participating hospitals in India for one month at a time. They will be involved in initiating and participating in epidemiology based projects in the field as a part of their Global Health Certification requirement. 

Future plans:

Once the educational curriculum is created, it will immediately be integrated into the Pediatric Global Health Certificate Program and offered to the fellows training in PEM at WSU and Children’s Hospital of Michigan. Additional funding to get the fellows started in this endeavor is not needed. Additionally, barriers and resource needs identified during meetings with stakeholders will be explored as well as funding opportunities to sustain this program. 
For further information on the Fellowship in International Pediatric Emergency Medicine at DMC Children’s Hospital of Michigan contact Prashant Mahajan MD MPH MBA at pmajahan@dmc.org and mahajan@comcast.net or phone 313-745-5260.
