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The Variety Myoelectric Center





The Variety Myoelectric Center was established in 1981.  Today, the Variety Myoelectric Center is based at Children’s Hospital of Michigan, Novi Rehabilitation Center, under the medical direction of Dr. Edward Dabrowski, Chief of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation.


A myoelectric prosthesis is an external, battery-powered device that substitutes for a missing arm and hand.  Hand motions are controlled by electronic sensors activated by muscles higher up the arm. A myoelectric prosthesis provides the child/adolescent with the ability to grasp objects, tie shoes, cut with scissors and perform many other 2-handed activities. 


The Variety Myoelectric Center works with children and adolescents with upper extremity amputations and deficiencies and their families to provide:


Evaluation, recommendation and assistance in�obtaining a myoelectric prosthesis


Occupational Therapy (OT) for prosthetic training�and treatment to address the child’s daily functional skills such as dressing, handwriting, and other fine motor skills


Clinics are held on a monthly basis, at which children are evaluated by a physiatrist (physician specializing in rehabilitation), occupational therapist and by prosthetists, to determine if they are appropriate candidates for an upper extremity prosthesis, specifically a myoelectric prosthesis. Once they’ve received their prosthesis, they attend OT for training, strengthening and functional skills using the myoelectric prosthesis.  





The Variety Myoelectric Center clinicians offer a tremendous wealth of experience and dedication to serving children with disabilities.   Cumulatively, they have evaluated more than 200 children with upper extremity limb deficiencies, and fit over 500 electronic prostheses, giving them expertise with a wide variety of types of limb deficiencies, prosthetic components, evaluation, fitting and training techniques. 


For more information on the clinic, contact:


Jeff Kraus, Occupational Therapist�Rehabilitation Technology Program�Children’s Hospital of Michigan� (248) 305-7503 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:jkraus@dmc.org" ��jkraus@dmc.org�


The Variety Myoelectric Center


Serving children with upper limb deficiencies through�the collaborative efforts of�Variety, The Children’s Charity of Detroit�and Children’s Hospital of Michigan.
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.Variety-Detroit.com" ��www.Variety-Detroit.com�
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